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Id the Senate to day, a bill to relieve insolvent
savings banks from tax was passed by a

oiose vote. Mr. Hlaioe spoko od the silver
bill."straddliog tho sapling," and favoring
both gold and silver. Mr. B. was followed by
Mr. Salisbury in opposition to the bill.

Io the lluuse of Representatives the Californiacontested eleetioo caso of WiggiDgton
against Paobeeo was further discussed, and
P. G. Wiggington admitted by a oloso and almoststrictly party vote.

A telegram from Rome at throe o'olook this
aftercooa aonouooed the Pope's death. A
later dispatch, one dated five o'olook, says that
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Pope asked before Viotor Emmanuel died what
would happen if the Quirioal and Vatican
should both become vacant. The peaceful accessionof Kins: Humbert has answered the
first part of his question, and the Conclave of
Cardinals, that has been called,will soon answer

tho second. John Mary Mastai Ferretti was

born in 1792, and was made Pope in 1846.
When ho assumed the tiara his temporality inc'udedthe greater part of Italy.his successor'swill be restricted to the limits of the
Vatican.

JDariog a debate in the House of Representatives,Tuesday,ona resolution to helpthc starving
Chioese, Mr. Wright very properly remarked
that while ho was not opposed to helping starvinghumanity in any qaarter of the globe, he
would remind the House that there wore thousandsof Americans on tho ovo of starvation, and
that something might be dono for their relief.
His brother members, however, don't look uponthe unemployed labor of this oouotry in the
light Mr. Wright does. Iodecd the average
Southern Congressman, like theaocient Greeks,
overlooks what is going on beiore his eyes in
his vain pursuit of abstractions.

It is understood that upoa the advice of
Secretaries Sherman, MoCreery, Thompson,
Attorney General Deveos and Postmaster GeneralKey, the President hag determined that
the "praoiic:)" of appointing other than republicansto office must be stopped. Considering
that under the "prac(ioe" alludod to, of all the
Government's employoes, not more tbaa a dozen
democrats have been appointed by the Hayes
administration, the stoppago of tho "practice"
will not require aoy very great effort.

Ilia intelligence from London and Constantinopleto-day is by no means favorable to a

peaceful settlement of the Eastern question.

Virginia Hews.
The house ofE. Adams, on the outskirts of

Danville was burucd last Tuesday night. The
News of that city says: During the excitementhundreds of people took the railroad
iaoiog tho fire. About two hundred yards
from the R. & D. depot i* a oow pit. As the
crowd strung on in a lino of four hundred yards
all beet oq reaching the fire in time, the blaze
dazzling their vision, they fell ia (a complete
trap) one after another, till about ono dozen
had beooino victims of misplaoed steps. And
hardly had one boeu dragged from the holo beforeaoothcr fell ic.lioe.till the whole party had
sounded its depths. Those severest hurt were
a young German named John Askew, who reneivoda had over the richt eve: Willie
Williamson sustaioed painful injures oo the
right Mile of his face, aud was rendered iosen
eible from the oootusioo. Isaiah Stewart, a

farmor from near Pclbam, was knooked senseless,cat and bruised on the face and head in a

serious manoer, and was carried to the warehousein a critical condition. Next was our
pressman, Bill Thompson, who fell in, ploughingono or two cross ties with his ohio, taking
out a email bit of the latter, and dislooatiog two
fiogers of tho right hand, caused by grappling
with the iron rails. Many others got hurt
badly, but we were not able to see them or
learn their names.

The Danville Nows says: Qoite ah excitementwas oooasioncd on the streets yosterday
by a difficulty between two of our popular
warehousemen, in whith pistols were used
rather freely, Mr. P. J. Sterne, one of the
proprietors ot the Cabell warehouse, and John
J. VVilkerson, ecq , formerly doorkeeper of the
Virginia house of delegates, now connected
with the Public warehouse. Several shots
wcro fired on both sides only one of whioh did
any damage. Tho affray occurred in front of
tho Cabell warehouse, on Bridge street. Mr.
Sterne stood in his door while Mr. Wilkerson
held his ground in tho street. One shot fired
by Sterne passed through Wilkerson's vest
and shirt, grazing the skin and then wont
through his coat, but did no further damage.
Mr. Sterne was not bit.
Mr. George H. Buroh, onoe a respeoted citizenof Lynchburg, who, a year or two ago, was

taken ud bv tho radicals and cleoted Mavor of
(hat city a* ao independent, let his business go
to destruotioo, aod, in the vain effort to obtain
other official positions, has lost his mind and
been adjudged a lunatic.
A few days ago James Mills, of Patrick

oouoty, was found dead in the woods leaning
in a standiog position against a tree, with his
throat out from car to ear, with a razor, supposedto havo been in bis own hands.
The rcsiieaoes of Col. Clement Barksdale

and Geo. Bradley 1\ Johnson, ia Richmond,
were robbed last Tuesday night, the first of a
seal skio eloak aod jewelry, aod the latter of
silver plate and wearing apparel.
A man, supposed to be R. B. Brown, of Pooahootasoouoty, was found dead, ooar AmherstCourt House, yesterday.
Tde Silver Dollar.-Whatever else mayhappenupon the remonetisation of silver there can

bo no doubt it will be a fearful nuisance in trade.
Even now our business men find it a great drug
nnnn tkaiv V»orJ i Tf ia niiUrt
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on the part of customers to relieve their pocketsof tho weight of it in payment for purchases,and of dealers to relieve their cash drawers of it
in making change. The banks do not take silverexcept as special deposit, and will not,should the silver bill pass, as the legal tender
clause will not affect them. It will evidently he
a depreciated currency shunned by business
men, and as it will doubtless be used mainly In
paying wages or small debts to poor people who
cannot help themselves, the result will be more
especially unfavorable to that class.- Wash.Star.
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ALEXANDRIi
Foreign News* i

THE EASTERN QUESTION. .
'

Scrvia Las asked Russia fur admission to the .

Conference, with a consultative voice.(
The rumor is revived that Oaman Pasha will (

be court martialed on the charge of ordering
the executioo of prisoners of war.

The Romaoians did not stop hostilities around
Rastchuk and Widdin until Monday afternoon.
They vigorously bombarded Widdin on Sunday

VTnndot? onrl flifl nrinifinn of the carrison
was ooosidered desperate.
Tho London Advertiser of today says:.

"We have reasoD to believe that the Governmenthas received information of the entry of
the Russian army into Constantinople. At any
rate, if the Government is not in pos6ssion of
this news, the Russian embassy is."
The London Post says:.'The Russians are

in Constantinople. This was the pews last
night current in London, and we incline to
think it is based upon official authenio intelligence.The message has come via Alexandria.
We do not know at this moment what the precisenature of tho occupation is. According to
Borne dispatches tho Russians have possessed
themselves of two forts in tho Bayouk and
Chekmedje lines. According to others they
have gained still greater advantages. Details
are of small moment. Practically all are agreed
that the capital of Tvrkey and the key
of the East is io tho hands of tho Czar.
Indigcation will be of little avail. It will bo
alleged that no deception has been practiced,
and wo shall disoover that this was one of the
terms of armistice whioh was never communicatedto us. Tuesday a British military and
naval force could at any moment nocupy Constantinople,while the Austrian army oould cut
the Russian communications. Yesterday the
situation was entirely altered; the British fleet
can no longer advance to Constantinople, and
may find itself barred out at the Dardanelles.
Tho Czar can now afford to laugh at Austrian
menaces, since his communications are open
from Constantinople to Odessa or Sebastopo).
Oar pottering over a trumpery six millions will
probably cost us ten times that sum, but whateverthe cost, it is still to be hoped that tho
oountry will see its honor viodioated. This di
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ot resentment not to be appeased until we shall
have taught our foe that we have the will and
power to punish chioanery and maintain the
empire whiob he is seeking to undermine."
A report is current in Paris that the Russiansalready hold a post on the Dardanelles.
The London Times says:."We are not alto

getber confident that Prinoo Gortechakoff has
definitely renounced the entrance of any Russiantroops into Constantinople. Rumors were
afloat Tuesday Qight that somo suoh entrance
had already been made. At the utmost, such
ocoupation could be only of suoh a nominal
oharacter as the German entrance into Paris.
There is, in short, every apparent ground I'or
confidence in the prospect before us, and no
solid reason fo: alarm." The Londoo Times
bases its coDfidenco on the pacific anticipations
expressed in tbe German Emperor's speech,
and deprecates beforehand any outburst of
excitement. If Rassia were to aim at a position
in tbe East, which would damage the just interestsof Austria and Gcrmaoy, a word from
Emperor William would at onoe oheok her.
The London Daily Telegraph says:."Accordingto tbe latest information from Constantinople,the Itu9siao forces, despito tbo completionof the preliminaries for peace, aro hastily

pushing on to Gallipoli and Constantinople.
These oircumstanoes, serious and menacing in
the extreme, will have to bo oonsidored by the
Ministers in Cabinet Council to day. The issue
of their deliberations will, in all probability, be
this evening oommunicated to Parliament,"
The London Telegraph is furious iu its commentson the course of Russia.
A special dispatch dated Paris, midnight,

says tbe Russian forces arc constantly advancing
ou (jiilipoli ami UoostaDtmoplc.
A special from Pesth announces that the

Turkish men of war on the Danube have boen
surrendered to Russia.
The Turkish men of war have already left

Sulina and Varna. The Turks have agreed to
evacuate Varna and the evacuation has already
commenced.

Servet Pasha declares that Turkey has been
misled and cnoouraged to fieht on by the promiseof English support. He particularly ao
cu9ed Lord Beaconsfield and Mr. Layard of encouragingthis belief, and said be had doou
meats which he would publish. He deolarcd
that he had now become a partisan of the Russianpolicy and alliance. Servet Pasha's colleaguesat Adrianoplc confirmed hi,s statement.
The report of the oapturo of Democois false.

There has been no collision yet between the
Turks and Greeks. The citizens and peasantry
are arming to protect Athens.
A dispatch from Athens, dated Wednesday

evening, says:."The foreign representatives
having assured the Government that the Ilel-
Ionic Provinces of Turkey would be proteoted
and the Greek question submitted to the approachingoonfereuce, the Government has orderedthe stoppage of the advanoe of the army
across the frontier. Warlike preparations,
howeve:, oontinue."

In consequence of the representations of the
Powers Greece seems disposed to stop the
further advance of her troops, referring the
question of their withdrawal to the decision of
the Conference, i^he also demands that pendingsuch decision hostilities against the insurgentsin Crete be suspended.
London,Feb.7.10 a. m..The souroa of the

reports of the Russian occupation of Constantinopledocs not appear io thcsevcral paragraphs
published, but from tho manner in which the
statement is made it seems probable that it
came through official channels.
London,Feb.7.1 30 p. m..No confirmation

has been received at the Russian or Turkish
Embassies of the reported Russian occupation
or Uonstantioople. Uouot fechouvalott tbe
Ras9ian Ambassador declares that bo docs not
believe it.
Tbe London Daily Chronicle states that the

British Government and Russian Embassy have
both received information that the Russians
have entered Constantinople, but the Daily
Chronicle is not good authority. The same
paper also states that a telegram t romBuoharest
received in London says:."In addition to the
transfer of tbe men of war on tho Danube Russiais negotiating for tho acquisition of the entireTurkish iron olad fleet. Count Sohouvaloff
heard of the rumor of tho occupation of Constantinopleat a ball at the German Embassy
last nigbt. He immediately telegraphed to St.
Petersburg inquiring whether it was true. His
dispatoh has not been answered yet. The
Count thinks that tbe report has arisen from
some arrangement between the Russians and
Turks hv whiuh the Russian troors micht nn

proach Dearer to Constantinople than they were
at the Bigoaturo of the armistice.
Masnru^Pasha, tho Turkish Ambassador, at

London, received telegrams from Constantinoplethis morning (their date is not mentioned)
but be knows nothiog about the reported occupation.
London, Feb. 7.12 45 p. m..Consols

dropped this morning in consequence of a rumorthat the British fleet had been ordered to
Constantinople. This rumor is probably a
mero guess based on this morning's announcementsot a Russian occupation of Constantinople.
Consols are recovering rapidly and are now
quoted at 95|. Russian bonds are two per cent,
lower than Lhey were at tho olose of the marketyesterdav.
London, Feb. 7.3 p. m..A Cabinet Councilwhich convened at eleven o'clock this morningis still in session.

^
London, Feb. 7..The Central News says:

"In consequence of the grave intelligence from
Mr. Layard, tho British Embassador at Constantinople,webelieve Lord Hartiugton will an-,
nouoce tho withdrawal of Mr. Foster's amend-
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ucnt and the fcupplcLucntary vote will be uaaa- t
mously agreed." e

The London Central News also says:."That 1

bis able to state that a telegram has bceu re- t

jeived from Mr. Layard expressing tho grave- e

set uneasiness at bis isolation by tho cutting of i

ill telegraph wires aud by information reaching
him that by agreement with tho Porte thsRus

«iff7 anrl fthnut. fn enter
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and also take up a position near Galiipoli. Mr. 1
Layard's communication reached the Govern- i

meot by way of Alexandria. Later information !
spates that Mr. Layard's telegram was two days 1
in transmission. It further says that the Rus i

siaDS have taken possession of a fort on the line
of fortification between Bayak, Chekmejos and i

Chatalja and that another detachment b id occupiedpoints of the Roulain lines. <

London, Feb. 7. 4 p. m..The Cabinet
meeting whioh is now iu session was very suddenlyoallod. The Lord Chancellor was summonedwhile engaged on a case in the House
of Lords, the hearirg of which was immediately
suspended.
London, Feb. 7..Tho Globe id its issue"

this p. m., says:."Wo understand that althoughthe announcement this morning that
the Russian army had eotered CoostantinoDle,
is up to the latest advices untrue, the Russiancolumns are aotually advancing rapidly
upon the Turkish capital and Galiipoli."

It has been known in diplomatic circles some
days that the Russians arc still advancing, hut
it is regarded as almost impossible that they
caa yet bo in possession ot Constantinople. We
are enabled to state that no official information
of the report has yet reached the foreign
office.
London. Feb. 7..The Standard, in its

third ediiiou, has a Constantinople dispatch
which says: According to the terms of the
armistice the Turks are to evacuate tbe lines
of Constantinople. '

The Russian limit i9 to Bayuk Chckmeph
and the Turkish limit Kupuk Chckmeph.

r miscella.nkou3,
The Cuban insurgent Colonel Bet. j amine

Ramiraz, with 15 officers, 103 men, 70 women

and 108 children have surrendered in the
neighborhood ot Bayamo.

Lieutenant Wyso, Chief of the Darieo Canal
Expedition,has arrived atPanama from the head
waters of the Tuyra. He reports that the expeditionis in excellent health and satisfactory
progress is being made.
A party of 250. Costa Ricacs, under Frapeiseo

Mora, nephew of a former President of Costa
Rioa, invaded Graytown od the 11th insf.', and
seized and oarriod aw3y 500 siaod of arms.
This party is opposed to Geo. Guardia's Government,and will endeavor to overthrow it.
They seized one of the steamboats on the Sac
Juan river and started for t.he interior, intendingto land oo Costa Rioan territory and proclaima rovolutioo. It. is belicvtd that the
threatened war between Guatemala and Costa
Rica will be averted.

Beg-Kuli-Bog, the Emir of Kashgar, ha* arrivedat Tusbk<jnd. He admits his inability
to oppose tho Chinese. Tbe Russian frontier
is crowded with Kashgarian refugees, who say
tho Chinese arc perpotratiug frightful atrocitiesin Kashgar. All the iowds former y held
hv Yakoob Beir havo submitted to tho Chines >,
and the Khanate of (xashgnr has ceased to
exist.
The policy of the Provincial Government oo

oortaia questions, particularly that of railways,
being unpopular to a portion of iheojaja>uoity,some six thousand of the peopidj of Sr.
Kooh, suburbs, ofQaebec, assembled at Jaques
Cartier market, yesterday evening and mureued
to the Parliament building, headed by abiud
of musio. Their arrival oaused a slight scene
in the House. Members of the Government
polioo guarded tho doors, to prevent the-crowd
entering tho building. A hundred men of P.
Battery appeared on tho scene, and arc now on

guard. Twenty mounted Hussars paraded
the city, but at 10 o'clook the crowd dispersed
and all was quiet. Tho citizens without distiooton condemn tho action of the mob.

The Pope in Extremis.
Home, Fob. 7..The condition of the Pope

changed seriously for the worse during the
night, and His Holiness has already received
the last sacraments. The Cardinal Vicar has
been summoned to the VaiioiD, and an order
has been given to prevent any persoo, not speciallyauthorized, from having access to the
Pope's apartments. Egress from the Vatican
is also prohibited. The foreign Cardinals have
been summoned by telegraph to Home. Prayersfor the Pope's recovery arc being offered in
all tho churohes in Home.
London, Feb. 7..The Pall Mall Gazette's

Rome dispatch reports that the Pope's death
is hourly cxpeotcd, and that reports are current
that he is already dead.
London, Feb. 7.4:30 p. m..This afternoon'sPall Mall Gazetto has the following

snpp.ial di.qnatbh :.
"Rome, Feb. 7.12:50 p. m..Toe Pope's

death is hourly expected. All the necessary
arraDgomcote, in view of the event, have been
mado. Reports are current that His Holiness
is already dead."
Rome, Feb. 7.1:10 p. m..The Pope has

passed into death agony. Hi3 death is momentarilyexpected.
Rome, Feb. 7..The Pope died at thrco

o'clock p. m.

Rome, Feb. 7..A conclave c«f O udinals will
bo called immediately.

later.

Rome, Feb. 7.5 p. m..It is impoisibb to
obtain the aot news regarding the Pope's eondi'ioD.He is dying, but not dead.

Letter from Falls Church,
Falls Church, Feb. 0, 1878..Mau proposesbut the parsons disposed of us this time.

The Washington Association of Coogregational
ministers.consisting of Messrs. ltiokio,
Holmos, Chickering, Piatt and others levied on

Jefferson Institute for a ministers' meeting this
evening, thus outting off tho lecture promised
by Rev. R. Smithson. Providence camo to
our rescuo again and wc had instead tho pleasureof a humorous leoture last evening from
Br. Wm. Griostead, of Washington, D. (J.,
on "some unoommon common people I have
seeD." Grinstead is a good surgeon, and quite

humorist, and if he conld ODly keep his patientsin as good humour while undergoing,
operations as his audience last evening, ho
might rob his profession of half its terrors. Mr.
Smitbsou's lecture is announced for Wednesday,13th insl; subject, "The Mind".Bishop
Riddle will let us know his opinion of Macaulay
oo the 20th, and Rev. L. B. Piatt will tell us
something on the 6th of March of his experiencesamong tho aboriginal nomads of the
West.
The leciures are preceded by mufcic from cur

musical folks,and they deserve great credit for
the efforts they take to mako their selections
and OYPnntinn ncrrpenhlfl.
For rational amusement combined with

pleasurable information wo pride ourselves on
haviog faoilities unequalled by any other town
of our size in the State.
The town subscription to the W. C. & St.

Louis R. R. having been made, the active interestin the prospects of the road is reviving
again, aod efforts are being made to swell the
list of private subscriptions and secure right of
way for the road. Should the weather permit
the contractors promiso to commence opera-
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lioQa shortly,and by early cummer to give as aa

idditional communication with tho oapital.
We have some opioioos od tho silver question
ind oar congressional nomioatioos, but you are

io pressed with opioioos from other quarters,
ve will withhold ours for the present.

News ot the Day.
The trial of Fraok Rand, alias Chas. S. Scott,

famous as the murderer of seven persons in six
months, Legan at Galesburg, Knox oouoty, III.
yesterday. It will be remembered that he
killed the first officer who tried to arrest him,
after a desperate struggle in a St. Louis pawn
shop. He is to be tried at Galesburg for the
murder of a man who was pursuing him after
he had committed a robbery in Gibson, Knox
rtnnntu Shnnld ho PKHftne nnnviotinn he will
probably be taken to Fayette county to be tried
for ono of several similar murders committed at
St. Elmo, ilia air of bravado and the number
of his crimes buvo woo him the distinction of
tho "blue ribbon murderer."
About one o'clock, yesterday morning, officer

Restemcmeyer, while on duty near tho Mississippiand Tennessee depot, in Memphis, heard
a shot fired in a shanty near by and the screams
of a womao. Running towards the house the
officer met Bob King, a notorious negro, runningout, and ordered him to halt. King instantlyfired, the ball striking the officer in the
jaw, inflioiiog a fatal wound. It was afterwardsascertained that Kicg had shot and fatallywounded Laura Burosbiil, oolored, and
was fleeing when met by tho officer. So far he
has escaped arrest.
In the trial of Geo. Andersoo. of the Louisianaroturniog board, at Now Orleans, yesterday,Mr. II. 0. Castellonos argued for the defense,and held that the crime charged had not

been established; that the consolidated statementof election returns offered in evidecco waE

not a public roeord, not beiDg certified by the
clerk of the District Court. Argument was
closed by Attorney General Ogdeo. Judge
Wliittakcr will pice his ohargc to the jury today.Ex Gov. Wells is still in jail, although
his bond has been reduced to $10,000.

JMifs Olivia Sophia Major was the Damo ol
the young lady who died from the cffeots oi
malpraciice, io Washington, last Tuesday, and
Dr. Wood worth was the physician whom she
oharged with tho offense, and who has fled.

Io the U. S. House of Representatives, yes^
terday, the Committee on Naval Affairs, re

ported favorably on the Senate bill for tho relie:
of tho Albemarle and Chesapeake Canal Com
paDy.
A dt location of $100,000 by ono of the tel

lers of the Bank tf North Amerioa, in Nev
York city, was discovered yesterday. The de
falcatioa has extended over a number of years
Rev. Dr. Seymour's rleotion to the bench o

bishops of the Protestant Episcopal Church
has beco sanctioned by a majority of the staDd
ing diocesan committees.
Abraham G. Smith, one tf the proprietori

of the Metropolitan Hotel, in Washington, diet
fiuddeoly, yesterday raorniog, from ao overdosi
of laudanum, which he had taken for a cold.

Louisiana, Returning Board.
New Yokk Feb. 7..A special from Nev

Orleans says in a private interview to-day
Wells disclosed his intended action relative t(

his trial. If it is oarricd out tho whole matte
of the Packard government and the legality o

their count of the electoral votes will be brough
into Count and the Supreme Judges of the
United Stales compelled to decide on the mat
fcer. lie said it was his iotCDtiou to oljeot t<
the jurisdiction of the State Court ou the con
siituiiooal ground that the federal govercmeni
guaranteed eveiy State a government rcpublioai
in form; that tho Hayes electors chosen undei
the State law by the returning board were re

cognized by the Electoral Commission. Th<
Senator chosen by the legislature, deolarcc
elected hy the same returning board.wns soatet
by the United States Senate but the State gov
croment declared elected by the same lega
authority lias been suppressed by revolution
and that the government or persons uow tryin/
bim never had aoy cxistcooo as a govcrnuicn
nor as legal officials, end oo these grounds wil
ask that the parties prosecuting him will b<
orjoincd and ho will appeal to the Supremt
Court of the United States. If the court do
cides these persous are the legal authoritLi
then the legislature which elected Kellogg ant

the electors who elected Hayes, werefrauduleD
and bad no standing. This lias us yet beet
given out to do one, aod by it Wells expect
to surprise the President and cause Kellogf
and others who are now lukewarm to como ti
his assistance. Littlefield, whose arrival hai
already been announced, will, it is alleged b]
republicans go back on his testimony. Evet
if he does not, they expect to prove he testifiec
in Washington expeoting to be well taken cart
of which, however, was Dever done. Tht
Anderson jury, it id confidently predicted, wil
convict or else there will be ten for coovictioi
and two against. The republicans arc rathe
uloomy over the prospect and the democrat
jubilaut.
Tnc mooted subject of a oonatitutiooa

Convention, to bo called by the Legisla
.in u_ !.. .1 lu

lure win u« up uesi wkkk, luuugu 11 la uui uj

licvcd it will have a large number of democrati
supporters aod most republicans are opposcc
to tueh a measure as it might injure the Stat*
credit.
The Moffett bill will also pass aod iodeet

everything will be done to sustain tho oredi
of the State.

________

The Wrecked Metropolis.
After the mainmast had gone by the board tb'

wholo side of tho ship fell out, up to twenty fee
forward of the boiler. I came forward on thi
hurricane deck, between the stack and boile
house, and s*w Alexander Barclay and his soi
hanging on to tho forward rigging, and when ]
asked the lud, who was only eight years old, t<
allow me to lash him to a board, a9 it was madnes
to remain on the sinking vessel, he turned to nr
and said: "Papa has no board lashed to him
and 1 don't want to get ashore unless papa does.'
Ho would not allow mo to nssist him. Shortlj
afterwards the father, with the boy in hiaarms
jumped overboard, and both was drowned
When tho vessel fl-st struck tho shore, First Of
fleer Dickman said that he would not allow tw<
hundred souls to perish, and asked pormissioi
from Captain Ankers to take a line ashoro. Th<
second mate said he could not make it. Dick
man ropliod, X can try. You can't livo, said thi
second mate. Well, if I don't live, I will havt
done my duty. I must obey the orders of mi

superior officers, but I can't stay here and se<
these people drowned. Mr. Cozzans, tho seconc
mate, carried the ladies from the cabin to th(
deck on his back. Mrs. Myers, struck by i

wavo, was lying almost senseless on the deck
with a life persorver around her. I saw one o
tho passengers leaning over hor and trying t<
tako the preserver from her. I told him to stop
but he said: Everyman for himself. I snap
ped my revolver at him four times, but the caps
were damp and would not explode. Finding h<
did not desist, I struck him with my fist and al
most knocked him overboard. Mrs. Myers wai
shortly afterwards drowned, and her husband
knowing of her death, slipped through his lift
preserver, and, I am positive, held his head un
der the water, while with one hand he hold on tc
tho rail. One man swam ashore with a Fret
Mason's badge between his tooth. He said it was
a gift from his father. Mrs. W. O. Hernsor
(formerly Helen F. Snyder) was washed for
ward almost senseless. She was the last victim
among the cabin passengers, as ner Drains won
shortly afterwards dashed out when the third
wave struck the vessel..Survivor'$ account ir
the Phil. Timet.
One of the survivors of the Metropolis saya

he saw the line cast by tho life saving crew ovei
the vessel before Bhe w»9 a wreck, by means of
tho mortar, deliberately cut with a ki-ife by s
man, who was af'.orward drowned. This act
was evidently dono to prevent any one else from
trying to get ashore on tho line before himself.
Tho investigation ordered by Inspector Gon'l.
Dumont will, it is expected, begin to-morrow at
noon in Philadelphia, and tho survivor who
made the foregoing statement will doubtless be
brought before the examiner.

ADVERTISER.
Letter iroiu Richmond.

[Correspondence of the Alexandria Gazette. 1
Richmond, February G, 1878.

The McKenzie railroad case has jast been
taken up in the Circuit Court and the argumentwas begun to day. No decision will be
given for some days.
At last it seems that the members of the

House have about spoken themselves out on

the debt question. No more new arguments
have been advanced on either side. Mr. Henry
has made the best speech on his side.debt
payer.and Mr. Allen has done the same on

the other side of the readjustee. To-night
Peter J. Carter, the colored member from
Northampton, spoke against the Barbour bill.
Peter is the smartest negro that ever spoke iD
our legislative halls and he is the ooly colored
man I have ever known who could make a

really witty speeoh. His sarcasm aod hits are
admirable, while his illustrations are all decidedlyfresh. In his speech to night Peter
ridiculed the address of Mr. Pioklin, of Rockingham,delivered la9t night, and by his satirical
hits, brought dowo tho House more thao once.

Peter said "I have a scheme to submit.
I don't claim to be a Daniel, but Ido claim that
when I shall make my scheme known no gentlemanwill controvert it." Their neoks were
stretched aod every bodv waited eagerly to hear
what his scheme was. Peter then went on :.
"My sohpme is to increase taxes high enough
to do every thing,, They all will allow that this
is the only praotioal sohemc by which the obligationsof Virginia can bo met; oome right
tquare up and grasp the bull by the horns and
increase the taxes." Peter then went on to
laugh at the idea that taxes could not bu in*
creased aod took tho ground that an increase
was necessary to keop what we have. Said ho :
"It I had a son who was not willing to pay one
doiiur lor the saving of the Dinctynine I would
take away all ho had and givo it to somebody
more worthy to have it." lie further contendedthat there was much that could yet be iaxed.

f lie was lor taxing the luxuries ot Virgioia.
p would make a stamp tax aud impose a tax on

I the privilege of selliog tobacco. Peter also de
j fended Mr. Coghill, of Amherst, against the

charge of inooDsistenoy and said if that gentle
man had chaDgcd, "did not the good book say
that the wise man changes, but the fool never

J. changes."
Peter also ridiculed Mr. Fickiin for lugging

" in so much hi-tory and poetry in his speech,
and said, "why one would suppose that the gen.tleman has never associated with any body but

. historians and poets all his life," and then
laughed at the idea of Mr. Fickiin bringing into

" the debate "King Charles and Cromwell and
the massacre under tit. Bartholomew.'' At the

f last mentioned sccdolliger Mr. Fickiin turned
pale, and though the rest of the house roared he

' never smiled again that evening, unless, indeed,
it was at the little mechanical figure of Doctor
Moll'ett explaining the register, which figure is

g in a certain room at the Exchange Hotol.
J The success cf Kev. Mr. Kainsford in Rich0mond has beon ontirely unprecedented. There

are conflicting opinions as to his power as e
preacher. Some people have been disappointed,
but tho majority are greatly impressed with
him. Everybody has been to hear him excepl

1 the members of the Legislature. If a young
gontloman goes calling in tho morning ho is told

1 by tbo servant, "young ladies ain't in sir and
) when he asks where thoy are, he is told, "gone
t to hear Mr. Kainsford." Whon the merchant,
. after a good night's rost, comes down to a cold
t breakfast in tho morning and finds no wife 01

t daughtor to pour out the coffee he kuows where
, they are, and at night, whon ho comes to supper,he finds a single plate on the table and the

inscription on a visiting card, "gone to hoar Mr,
} Kainsford ; come for rae at 10."
* Mr. Kainsford, Drs. Hoge, Minnogerode and
t Rev. Mr. Jackson were at tho Thursby conceri
i to day.
r Rev. Dr. Reed regards Mr. Kainsford as the
. greatest preacher since the days of Paul.
, Mr. Barbour 8 tax bill will pass tho House,
[ buttho question as to whether it can pass the Sen|

ate is a doubtful one. On the other hand, Mr.
i Brooke's tour per coat bill passed the Senate to

night, but it cannot pass the House. So there
1 is really some danger of tho matter not being
t

settled this session.
' A young lady oftbi3 city, who was married a

^ short time since,while having her wodding drcBi
. made had a baby's dress made along with it
' and tho whole charged to her father.
3 A number of Congressmen from WashiDgtor
2 came down to-day to hear Miss Thursby sing
. She received a great ovation hero.
3
j 15. O. K. K. aud . O. Canal.
t Another matter which complicates the ques
3 tion of settlement of the claim of Marylam
8 against tho B. & 0. K. 11. Co. is the relation;
z between the railroad and tho C. & 0. Canal
3 Tho last report of the Canal Company, recently
P printed, contains tho following in regard to th<
3 matter:
j "Tho great embarrassment under which w<
» nowkborij caused by our not having inde
' pendent connections with the coal mines west o:

I Cumberland. So great has been and is the dis
' crimination against us that we are deprived of £
3 large part of the trade which we could com
r mand if a proper rate wa9 only charged on sue!
g coal as the owners desired to ship by canal,

"To some extent the Legislature of the Statf
| has reduced the charges in coal to the canal thai

passes over tho Cumberland and Pennsylvanu
Railroad, but wo are practically debarred from

' receiving coal from the Pittsburg and Connells
0 ville Roads and from tho Piedmont region.
1 "The increased prosperity of this company, il
2 not the very existence of the work, depend;

iirvcvn c non m' n r» it Ktt 1 AnfialntiAn nnnmonrtn
upi/ii ^gvuiui^ xu; iw ujr xg^isiabivu }j\jl utauou

i contract with the existing railroad lines sue!
* facilities as will unquestionably insure the de
t livery of all coal and other produce offered foi

shipment by the canal at the lowest rates chargei
to any other person or corporation."

Q
The decision of the Court of Appeals in 183?:

^ in the injunction case of the canal against th
railroad gavo tho absolute ownership of the nar

row passes of tho Potomac river at Point o
r
a Rocks to the Canal Company, and had it no
[ been for the clomency of tho company, tho roai

5 could never have been carried past that point
g The road is now in a position of advantage ove

0 tho canal, lrom its ability to discriminate agains
the canal, and the Canal Company, whose Prea

» ident is on the committee having the subject i
7 charge, insists that as an essontial portion of an;

settlement the canal must be put upon an equa' fooling with tho railroad a3 regarda the deliver;
1 of coal in Cumberland. It is argued that i
3 would bo folly and inj ustice on tho part of th
a State to give up all its advantages, while th
3 road retains and employs its advantages to op
. press a work in which the State has made e

0 enormous an investment.
3 Up to the present time there has been no ad
7 justment of the conflicting interests, and th
3 road appears to be as far off from a settlement a

[ ever. The committoo of the Maryland Legisla
3 ture having tho subject in charge had a consul
* talion last night, but nothing was done. Jt i

understood that the Canal Company will at one
proceed to secure its objects fcy legislatio:
brought forward without regard to the proceed
ings of the railroad..Bait. American.

A Congressman Cornered..Hon, John 1
Harris was the only member of the Oommite
on the Judiciary who was not present on Tues
day when the committee took the teat vote o;
the woman suffrage question, and Mrs. lsabell
Hooker has been pursuing him, in the hope o
persuading him to turn the scale in favor of th
movement. Yesterday opening she cornere'
Mr. Harris in the Metropolitan Hotol, whon h
agreed to give her a hearing, provided eh
would accept the guests as auditors. MrB. Hook
er was nothing loth, and, securing one of th
parlors, the guests assembled, and, as was ad
mitted, listened to a moat eloquent and enter
taining address. But the obdurate heart of th
Virginia .Representative was not softened. Whil
admiring the orator and the oratory, he w as un
convinced.. Wash. Rep.
At a meeting of prominent members of Ih

sugar trade, iu New York, yesterday, a rcsolu
tion was adopted thac any increase upoa tb
present average rates 01 uuiy upuu augur wuui

be an unjust burden imposed upon the public
the increased rate being felt directly by coo

sumeis, and would also give additional ioceo
live to fraud.

\ 1\ I

^

From Washington.
[special to the alexandria gazette p

Washington, D. C., Feb. 7, 1
senate,

Iq the Senate, to-day, during the moroio* I
hour, the usual number of memorials in refer. I
ecc3 to the tariff, the liquor traffic, pension; I
&o., were presented. I
A memorial to repeal so mueh of the cxi;?. |

iog law as prohibits the establishment of bank: {
iu Washington Territory, was referred. I
A memorial of citizens of Iowa in reference I

to the use of the Bible in the public schools 1
was referred. |
A few bills of no general interest were iotn Iduoed and referred. L
A resolution looking to an iucrease of the I

clerical force in the Pension Bureau, was inifC. I
duced by Mr. Edmuuds, who advocated an i(J I
crease. |Mr. Davis, of W. Va., thought the fjree io [the Peosioo Office as large us had been asked I
f._ 1 . 1. - a -i:_ a 1 ) . 1. - ui
lor uy iuo n.i»j.uiaui ureucrm uuu iuu rurtp-on
General.

Mr. Edmunds said that the faot that there
was not a sufficient foroe was evident, an J that 1
if, for political purposes, clerks had been u>o.J. I
it wa:i no reason that the poor disabled soldier, §and their families should b: allowed to sutler. §

Mr. Installs wanted the Pension Bureau (referredto the War Department.
After further debate the resolution WiQ^reodto.
The bill to relieve from tax deposits in in,.,;

vent savings banks upon which no interest w-.,

paid, was called up and discussed, heme up I
posed by Mr. Beck and advocated by Mr. Ihv
and finally passed.
The hill to extend the time in which ci z c,

of the U. S. may dispose of guano in forae;, pcountries, wa9 discussed for a ft w moment.; ni p
then laid over.
The Blaod silver bill was thou taken u;> ;r1 1

Mr. Blaine addressed the Senate, lie lnv^r !
a double standard.gold and silver.the 1.

triusic value of tho silver dollar to Ikmv r

odo huodred ceots, for whioh purpose the euiu
ber of grains of silver must be increased.

Mr. Blaine wa9 followed by Mr. Saii' ihur,.
nf D.ilaa>;ir(» in nnnnsitinn tn thn hill.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
Tbo Houso, immediately after the reality

of the Journal, took up the California ontc-i
ed eleotioo case.Wiggintnu vs. Pachcco.ju<1.
after discussion, rtjeotcd Pacbeco and admitt- !
Wiggiotoo.

TDE DOOUKKEPKU

The investigation into the charges ajim-iDoorkeeper Polk was continued to ds-y, ;.uJ
three witnesses examined, all of whom te.v ti
that they were to pool their salaries, bu .Mr.

[ Polk kocw Dothiog of the arrangement, i-r

that three members of the House, .lotit-si''
Now Hampshire, Phelps, ol Connecticut ant

. Landers of Connecticut, had made tho p u^i;,
i arrangement.

I NOTES.

| The appointment of Co!. M. J>. Ball re J.sv
; follows:.

"I nominate Motrom JD. Halt, of Alosai.1 .

Virginia, to bo Collector of Customs for th.« it
trict of Alaska, Territory of Alaska, vice Henry

i Charles DeAhna, whoso nomination fail-1
confirmation. "14. B. Hayk»."

1 Thero has been no action taken yet upon i!
r nomination by the Senate, to which body tft

notDioation was sent yesterday evening.
Tho Senate Committeo on Commerce t»> Ky

agreed to report favorably upon tho nouiiim'.i»
of Williamson as Collector of Customs oftportof Now Orleans. Wickorsham will In iV
vorably reported upon as Postmaster at Mobil*',
and Vornon as Surveyor of Ilia port of Billmore.
The galleries and floor of tho Senate w.<-c

crowded to-day to hear Blaine on tho Silver b:I. r

Among the "distinguished" on tho il >or w.r;

Seoretary Sherman, Thos. Scott, H. S i \

and a large number of Representatives. HI-or."
always manages, when ho fpeiks, to haw

\ crowd prosent.
» Mr. B. B. Douglas has returned to the city,

and was in the house to-day.
The nomination of Potts as Poitnmt.T

3 n...v... tt. ,.:.i ..,,i i... ,1
jteiersuurK, y a. win uui< uu uuuoim-i qa ,>> n.

' commitUo until noxt week.

Legislative.
Id the State Senate, yesterday, a resolution

was presented aod laid over under the riiu.*,

settio/; forth that the General Assembly rcl'- I.
^ nizes the liability of' the State to make guci to |

the public free schools tbo amount to which
they arc entitled by reason of funds propiriy

j bclongiog to tbem having beeu used f«,r tbo
a gencrul purposes of the State, and hereby

pledges the repayment thereof at such lias'
3 and in such manner as the resources o! the
" State will allow.

Among the bills and resolutions introdu -i

[ were the following:.To amend secii>11
. chapter 8 of the Cede of 1873 in reference t>

i the pay of judges and clerks of elcctioo; i

amend the Code of 1873 iu reference to u.i!i

} residents fishing in the waters of the State, and
' requesting the Committee on Education to ia
f quire into the expediency of amending the I»w
. as to require school trustees for magisterial d;J

tricts to be elected by the people.
? Two or three local bills were passed, wii.n
3 Mr. Koiner's bill for a readjustment o! ii»

public debt, with Mr. Brooke's amendment a- &
1 a substitute, came up as the unfinished bu-i*
p ncss, the question bcin^ on Mr. FulkcrrWIamendmeut to etriku out of the orijtioal bib

(Mr. Koiner's) all that portion providing th»'
5 the "coupons to be receivable at and alt- r im

e turity for four fifths of all debts due the State,
exoept that the Governor and General A-cii

£ bly, by concurrent action, may suspend dr
receivability of coupons if the public sal'. ty <i

j mands it in times of rebellion or war." Al t

a loDg debate Mr. Brooke's fcubiiitutc Ui'

r adopted and the bill ordered to bo ctnro-- dtayes 20, docs 19. The bill proceeds upon t »'

i- theory that the legislature having refus d t*

Q increase taxation, aud it bein^ manifest
7. the present rate of taxation interest omit -t le

paid beyond the amount now existing in form

\ of coupons, namely, $1,20U,0U0, it is m c

o to readjust, if possible, with the coos'nt fib'
o creditors. It provides that it shall he la*h"
- for the bondholders to exchange their benT
0 for four per cent, bonds, with receivable e

poos attached, whenever threc lourths ot i'"*

g class of bonds shall be exchanged, aod ilr

3 peeler bonds may be txohaoged in bond-' 1

- like cbaraotor. In the meanwhile holder-oonsol bonds and peeler bonds, in th«c rrd|,r
3 lion of three of the former (o one of the l»W'
® may fund lhe gross amouot io bond* of tie

.
character above described, the unpaid
to be funded io non interest-bearing ccriifo'' "

redeemable at the plcasuro of (he General
sembly.

0 Io the Oou9o of Delegates bills and rcs,,J
tions wore introduced and referred, atmo*'

q
them a resolution in relation to the punish"^'1

A of persons guilty of wrecking or altera ptin,' J*
if wreck railroad (rain*-; a bill excepting the Ifl

o ntaries of the Potomac within the cjuoty ;
d Westmoreland from the provisions of the 10

0 reference to unlawful fishing; and to amendd^
0 act to incorporate the Fauquier White ^
* phur Spriogs Co. j
[. A bill wa9 reported to allow commutation (l[
- soldiers maimed in war io lieu ol artinf'1, »

i:_k. p._
G

U I1LUU0, ecu.
6 The House resumed the consideration of .^r

Barbour'd tax Li.I, which was further <Ji' I
cussed.

I

e Tho dry goods houre of H. B. Cl-flin £ ^J' I
' has addressed a letter ro (iov. liotiosoa pro I
o testing against the discrimination* io ircicht
d rates against Now York. §
»* As a perfectly reliable and economical reniflT
i- we cordially recommend Dr. Bull's Coogh £»'

Map. 25 oeois a bottle. 1


